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In June of 1965, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. stood before students and faculty at Oberlin College to admonish “sleeping through a revolution”. To Dr. King, this revolution was more of a triple revolution, encompassing the revolution in technology, the revolution in weaponry, and the revolution in human rights. Fast forwarding 45 years, to today, 2010, eerily parallels to the revolution Dr. King experienced. It is true that a revolution contains many positives, but a revolution also requires many new, innovative responses. Just as Dr. King explained, the new circumstances must also be dealt with in a particular way, in order that we do not “end up sleeping though a revolution”. 

Today’s major revolution consists of the effects of globalization, as the world seems to become smaller as integration becomes more prevalent. The current demographics of America can be used as a representation of the world’s rapid change of dynamics. The number of first-generation immigrants living in this nation has quadrupled from 9.6 million in 1970 to about 38 million in 2007. In fact, the Census Bureau reported that the minorities accounted for 48.6% of the children born in the U.S. between July 2008 and July 2009. Aside from a new makeup of ethnicities, religious identities have been changing here as well. While the total reporting non-Christian religions was 3.3% in 1990, the total reporting non-Christian religions was up to 4.7% in 2007. People of different ethnicities, religions, socio-economic level, backgrounds are coming closer together as the social and physical barriers between groups of people are broken down. 

These barriers between groups are broken down via many different mediums and are seen through some aspects of the current revolution in technology, weaponry, and social rights. The advances in technology have allowed world news to be sent directly to an individual’s personal phone; technology has allowed individuals thousands of miles from each other to communicate through chat, email, video chat, Facebook, Twitter, and so many other mediums. Technology creates a smaller world, where the average personal can easily access so much information about other people and places. Thus, technology, in a way, breaks down a sense of psychical barrier between nations. Meanwhile, all current improvements in weaponry work to establish particularly negative relationships between nations due to the utilization of weaponry in warfare. However, these are relationships, nonetheless. Ongoing military conflicts exist between Naxalite-Maoist and the Indian government, Palestinians and Israelis, Cambodia and Thailand, and between many other groups. Finally, a social revolution seems to be ongoing as social rights become questioned as more issues arise as the time goes by. Should there be universal health care in the USA? Is the Don’t Ask Don’t tell policy fair? How far away from ground zero can a place of worship be built? These examples are by no means inclusive of all the issues that come forth as social situations are questioned.

The most important aspect of Dr. King’s story, however, is not the problem, but his creative solutions that can be used today. Dr. King used the technological revolution to his advantage by making sure his news got to the media. When it came to the revolution in weaponry, Dr. King established a weapon that had not been common used; he used non-violent passive resistance as his “weapon”. The social revolution for Dr. King defined his platform. Unlike most Americans, Dr. King saw the problem he felt strongly about, and he went out and actively did something about it. Americans today can use the model laid out by Dr. King in the same manner- by staying actively involved. 

With the world getting smaller with globalization, it becomes essential in looking at problems at home and outside the home. This is definitely possible with how easy information can be accessed through technology. Even if we do not go out and shout the current issues on the street, staying informed is the least that can be done. King’s biggest admonishment was that of sleep. A dictionary definition of sleep is “a natural and periodic state of rest during which consciousness of the world is suspended”. The sleep that Dr. King fears is just that- the unconsciousness of what is happening in the world. The world is changing around us, and Dr. King is telling us to stay aware of those changes in order that we may be able to embrace positive change. This ‘sleep’ however exists in many forms. The lack of participation and integration is one form. The lack of enthusiasm in the political realm, particularly international relations is another form. The lack of concern of individuals suffering in natural disasters in foreign nations is another form. Sleeping is pretending that our only concern should be ourselves. 

