DIANE MCNARON SHORT PRESS BIO3 

Diane McNaron, while completing a Master of Music in Opera Production/Direction at Florida State University, coached with Randolph Symonette and his wife, Lys Symonette, who were part of the Kurt Weill & Lotte Lenya inner circle. Randolph starred in several of Weill’s Broadway shows and Lys edited many Weill musical editions, including those used in this performance. Lys prepared many productions of his works, including the US premiere of SILBERSEE at the New York City Opera. ( http://kwf.org ) McNaron, who appears widely as a Twentieth-Century art song recitalist, also produces and appears in political cabaret. She is presently recording a CD of the works of Argentine composer Valdo Sciammarella, to be released in November 2008. 

Singer/Director Diane McNaron has appeared in opera, recital, oratorio and cabaret throughout the US and in Germany, Austria, Italy and Australia. She earned a Master of Music degree from Florida State University and pursued postgraduate studies at Indiana University School of Music and The American Institute for Musical Studies, Graz, Austria. Teachers of singing have included Eleanor Steber and Kurt Weill-repertoire coaches Randolph and  Lys Symonette.  Teachers of stage direction have included Hans Busch, Ross Allen and Roger Brunyate.

McNaron recorded the CD Music in Flight which was endorsed by Nobel Peace Prize winner DOCTORS WITHOUT BORDERS (MSF). It contains songs by European composers "in flight" from war and political oppression and also features Alabama composers. Appearing regularly as a recitalist in Twentieth-Century art song, she also directs The Politically Incorrect Cabaret, an ensemble that presents political satire through Berlin-style variety cabaret. Her duo, Masters’ Cabaret, performs authentic German and French cabaret music. Both troupes tour the Southeast. As a stage director, McNaron has directed over forty operas, musicals, revues and galas.  She also produces rallies, teach-ins and speaking events for the Birmingham Peace Project and other progressive  organizations.  

Having served as Director of Opera and voice professor at several universities, both in the US and abroad, McNaron now teaches voice in Birmingham, AL, where she is a member of the National Association of Teachers of Singing and has recently been awarded grants by the Alabama State Council on the Arts and the Lowder Foundation.

