BACKGROUND to CD:
In 1995, Soprano Diane McNaron was given a copy of the song cycle Cantigas de amigo which musician Howard Burkett had found in a twenty-five-cent bin at the old Forbes Piano Company in Birmingham, AL.  Becoming obsessed with the passionately expressive songs and adding them to her Twentieth-Century Art Song repertoire, McNaron sang the work for many years. In 2006, she began a search for its composer. After months of attempted contact, incorrect information and blind alleys, McNaron enlisted the help of several Samford University Spanish language professors. Using a phone number provided by Sciammarella’s former publisher, Barry and Associates, Buenos Aires, Professor Linda Jentsc dialed the number from McNaron’s cell phone. Valdo Sciammarella answered his phone on the third ring.  This conversation led to a four-year collaboration on what became the CD, Rosas de Pulpa … Rosas de Cal – the Music of Valdo Sciammarella. Dozens of original works, largely unpublished and nearly all unrecorded, were sent to McNaron. Involving pianist Heather Coltman, Samford University Spanish Professor and Latin Studies scholar Kelly Jensen, Birmingham graphic designer Rodney Jones and photographer Kim Riegel, the concept of Rosas slowly evolved. Later, a chamber work was added, featuring violinist Karen Bentley Pollick, violist Melanie Rogers, ASO cellist Craig Hultgren and pianist Adam Bowles. Recorded in Boca Raton, FL, at Florida Atlantic University for its Hoot/Wisdom Label and also at Shoal Creek by  Sound of Birmingham productions,  Rosas features an amazing variety of works for piano, voice and chamber ensemble. The artists hope you relish this unique musical and visual tribute to Argentina’s legendary Valdo Sciammarella.
COMPOSER’S BIO

Argentine composer Valdo Sciammarella began his prolific career as a concert pianist in Buenos Aires.  Throughout his life, he worked as a composer and choral director.  In the 1950s, his unique style emerges, strong and decisive.  During this time, he composed Cantigas de Amigo and a series of symphonic and vocal works: Canzona (1954); Cantata para la fundación de Buenos Aires (1956), based on the text of Argentine poet Juan de Garay; and using the text of famed Spanish author Miguel de Unamuno, Salmo 1 (1956).  Also during this period, Sciammarella composed Cánticos rituales based on the texts of the Chilean poet, Pablo Neruda.  In 1957, he composed the music for the opera, Marianita limeña, which won him a National Prize in 1958.  It is also during these years that Sciammarella began writing for the theater and for films.  For the theater, he wrote a total of twenty-four works between the years of 1953-1968.  In 1959, he composed music for four films including the film, Spilimbergo, a documentary about the painter; the film was presented in the Bienal cinematográfica of Venice in 1960.  

In the 1960s, with the German choreographer, Renate Schottelius, Sciammarella began to work with both dance and music, fulfilling one of his life's ambitions.  During this time, he composed Canciones para la vida y para la muerte, commissioned by the soprano, Phyllis Curtin.  The work premiered in the Library of Congress in Washington D.C. 

From the 1960s to the present, Sciammarella continues to create his astounding musical masterpieces, redefining his own music as well as musical genres.  These talents earned him a place as a member of the National Academy of the Arts in 1985.  In 1991, he was honored with a national prize by the Argentine government for la Sonata en Mí.  In 1995, he won the prize "Malvinas argentinas" for el Concierto para piano y orquesta.  Canciones de amor earned the Carlos López Buchardo prize in 1992.  With his latest works, he challenges and stretches his musical genius with creations such as Variaciones sobre el tema popular 'Palomita blanca' for the marimba and violin in 2000.  In 2001, he composed the Sinfonía 'Verra la morte' based on the work of Cesare Pavese.  In addition, he has directed the choirs of the Wagnerian Association of Buenos Aires, the Caracas Opera, and the National Lyrical Theater of the Zarzuela in Madrid. Since 1997, he has filled the role of Director of the Children's Choir for the Teatro Colón.
