Staying Awake for Human Rights-

To understand what the new situation demands in relation to the protection of human rights, one must understand the implications that the models of civilizations have on the current world, and the relationship between the individual and industry. Human interest in expanding technology and weaponry has a specific relation to universal human rights. Technological innovation is causing the deterioration of communal and individual autonomy around the world.

The problem that is most prevalent today is the connection between rapidly expanding uses of technology and the displacement of communities and individuals all over the world. In the age of information, the computer can be vastly important and a remarkable tool in all fields of study and recreational use. The computer is utilized the same way as all technology has been since the neolithic age, it is the extension of our wants and needs to do what the human cannot do. The computer can work out complex equations in seconds, the cell phone can let us talk to our sisters and brothers miles away in an instant, and the internet can spread information at a faster rate that has ever before been spread. It is no doubt that current Industry has harnessed a very powerful tool. However, the destruction of individual rights by industry is driven by the harnessing of resources to create information age technology. For example, the cassiterite rock in the Democratic Republic of the Congo is highly sought after in its country for profits. The mining profits have been controlling a brutal war that has been ravaging the DRC. Miners are often treated inhumanely and overworked by soldiers while mining for the rock. Often at times the soldiers resort to brutality to get the resource and their crimes include theft, destruction of property, and murder. Human freedom and dignity is put below monetary gain. How does the cassiterite rock apply to people in America who interact with technology on a day to day basis? It is a sought after resource for the makers of technology. The rock is an important to the creation of today’s cell phones, computers, and Ipods. Technological revolution is fueling a war in the DRC. Unchecked Industrial growth is synonymous with the destruction of human freedom, and the destruction of human dreams.

In this age of information, there exists a disconnection from the makers of technology and the general public. Most Americans know absolutely nothing about their possessions. A powerfully divided labor division exists between the makers of technology and the people who use them. People may own televisions, computers, cell phones, trash compactors, or anything as completely frivolous as electric toy dogs, but may know absolutely nothing about the resources it takes to create their technology. The new situation demands that people understand the nature of their consumerism, and to make sure resources used are not involved in the destruction of human rights. 

The new situation is one that demands knowledge, and recognizing that human freedoms, the basic accesses to food, water, and the pursuit of happiness can never be trampled upon by unchecked industry. The new situation of today demands for people to understand the global social stratification that exists due to today’s growing industrial revolutions.

So what does one think when they hear the quote by Dr. King about a sleeping America. It tells us based on our realizations thus far; Dr. King was foreshadowing generations to come. Waves of apathy and distraction have pervaded our lives and swept common consciousness and concern under the rug. Suburban dwellers in Birmingham who hunt in the black belt, can’t tell you a thing about the struggle of their fellow men and women who live there, facing some of the most devastating poverty in the country. Kids with iPods don’t know about the worker suicides at the factory making them in China. Men in America don’t know that their sisters, nieces, aunts, and mothers are predestined to make less money than them, by default. Grocery store browsers on quiet Sunday’s lack the knowledge that they may be fondling a tomato picked by a modern day slave in Florida who gets paid 45 cents for every 32 pounds of tomatoes picked.

I didn’t make up any of the scenarios I just told you. We need an awakening amongst the people here America, especially young people. We need to stand up and say “we will not stand for this anymore, as simple as that. This has to be a collective movement, because it’s harder to protest sometimes when you’re poor. This has to be a movement of understanding, because for every action, there is an equal and opposite reaction. But first and foremost we can start by just knowing what’s going on, not falling victim to every distraction. Not allowing ourselves to be programmed into the very lowest states being, willingly ignorant and oblivious to our lack of awareness. If you have time to check your facebook , you have time to read the news of your surroundings for 10 minutes. People very often say “it’s depressing”, to which I respond, “ the news is a lot more depressing for the people on it.” 200 million internet users in America, over 75% of the population, spending more time than any other country in the world online. Despite the almost unlimited nature of what you can do,learn, or share on the web, 40 percent of U.S. online time is spent on just three activities – social networking, playing games, and emailing. 

Talk to your friends, talk about what we can do to cure these ills over your lunch break, send a family member a news article, research where your favorite items come from and how they get to you, and do not allow yourself to ever feel hopelessly disconnected. You have the right to know, understand, and make change! That is the beauty of Dr. King’s message in that quote. What do we have to lose? Are we going to support a façade to save money? Are we going to remain disconnected from our consumption? Unaware how we are spending our time, sleeping through revolutions? Dr. King’s words allow me to see, we are not saving money, We’re selling ourselves short. We are not educated, we are entertained. Not discerning, just distracted. If you are not a part of the solution, you are a part of the problem. So as America strips down to it's nightdress of neglect before slumber, I would only like to encourage those around me to be that child in the night scared of monsters. If you must lay down to rest, sleep with one eye open. The truth is however, that most of us just need to get out of bed. Thank you for listening.....
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